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 WASHINGTON -- Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)                sponsored and passed an amendment that would add $15 million to                the Community Facilities grant component of the Rural Community                Advancement Program (RCAP) under USDA Rural Development.&nbsp; The                grants could be used to help rebuild and renovate rural community                facilities such as Water Infrastructure Projects, Nursing Homes,                Assisted Care Facilities, Hospitals for the elderly, Schools and                Libraries, and Fire Stations. 

œOf the 53 million people living in rural areas throughout the                United States, an estimated 16 percent are living in poverty - that                is deplorable,” Olver said. œCommunity Facility programs can play                a crucial role in the nation°s economic development strategy for                rural America.&nbsp; Through Community Facilities funding, hundreds                of rural communities can work towards improved living standards                and services, new employment opportunities, and increased economic                growth.”              

Olver included the amendment in the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations                bill that Congress is drafting to address the recent crises caused                by Hurricanes Dennis, Floyd, and Irene.&nbsp; The Hurricanes, mostly                affecting rural areas, have made the already substandard living                conditions and service facilities even worse.&nbsp; Olver recognized                the broad need nation-wide for funding in rural areas and seized                the opportunity to increase funding for this rural development grant                program.              

Olver noted that the Supplemntal Appropriations bill still needs                to be passed by both the House and Senate.&nbsp; Since Olver will                most likely sit on the panel that reconciles the House and Senate                version, he has vowed to keep the funding level in the final legislation.              

Olver noted that despite an astounding economy, thousands of rural                communities are locked into a downward spiral of job losses, migration,                diminishing services and declining or stagnant living standards.&nbsp;                Olver indicated that the Rural Community Advancement Program (RCAP)                has played a role in reducing this trend.&nbsp; He said that the                program has been successful in enhancing the ability of rural communities                to develop and improve their quality of life through a combination                of grants and loans for Community Facilities, Business Development,                and Utilities.              

Unfortunately, the Community Facilities Grant program has been                historically underfunded.&nbsp; Last year Congress only appropriated                $13 million for RCAP Community Facilities grants.&nbsp; Olver°s                $15 million dollar amendment would be in addition to any funding                included for Community Facilities by Congress for next year.              

Recent examples of local funding under the Community Facilities                component include loans and grants for a fire truck in Hinsdale,                a town building for Oakham, and funding for the Gardner Airport.             
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